
TILTING AT WINDBAGS

Background

In November 2012 I (@harrygiles) began regularly insulting Donald Trump (@realDonaldTrump) 
on Twitter. It started because he made an off-hand comment about Scotland, and I joined in a 
nationwide tirade of broad Scots insults. I became fascinated by his own Twitter feed, with its 
statements veering between asininity and terror. I found myself daily coming up with new ways to 
be mean to him in 140 characters or fewer. He has never responded.

I would now like to engage more deeply with the broadcast insult as an artistic form. I want to 
know what makes me and others shout bile into the 140 character void. Is it motivated by a desire 
to pass on the trauma of childhood bullying, or the desire to undermine powerful public bullies? It 
certainly has no effect on Donald Trump, nor on any of the political campaigns against his 
businesses, but does it have any effect, positive or negative, on our minds?

Intervention

Tilting at Windbags will be a free-standing insult booth, comprising vertical banner, table, chair, 
portable communication device and stack of feedback forms. Passers by will be invited to write an 
insult to Donald Trump (or the celebrity hate figure of their choice), using either specially-created 
Twitter accounts or, if they wish, their own. Having publicly insulted someone, they will then be 
asked a couple of follow-up questions: Did they achieve what they wanted to? Do they feel any 
better now? And do they think the insult had any effect?

The intervention should be sited in any public space with enough throughput to ensure 
participation. The artist is willing to put in a full 8-hour day of facilitating insults, with a lunch 
break, for up to a full working week.

There is presumably some risk that Donald Trump will respond, either through insults of his own 
or legal action. The artist is prepared to take full moral and legal responsibility, through whatever 
legal means may be appropriate. However, it is likely that Donald Trump will simply brush off the 
event or find a means to blame it on Barack Obama, Glenfiddich, or wind turbines.

Afterwards

The insults broadcast throughout the artwork will be collected under the Twitter hashtag 
#tiltingatwindbags and preserved on Storify.com for posterity.

The feedback forms will be collated and, along with the storify, form the basis of a Strategic Impact 
Report, analysing the social, environmental and economic impacts of the event (see documentation 
for an example).

The artist will accept any of the consequences, up to and including the personal misery resulting 
from spending a week insulting a boor to no particular effect.


